Thompson, who is able to so thoroughly investigate these cases, and we are more likely to learn something of the method of the spread of plague by a thorough study of a few cases than a review of thousands.
As is well known Dr. Ashburton Thompson has always been a strong advocate of the flea as PLAGUE AT SYDNEY IN 1904. 469 the link between the infected rat and infected The intervention of the sounding board of the sternum, together with the accelerated rate of respiration, and the presence of adventitious sounds in the lungs themselves, make it difficult at times to determine with exactness the extent to which the dextral chambers of the heart are dilated. Fortunately, such accuracy of physical diagnosis is not necessary to guide us, for the more general effects already mentioned, produced by cardiac conditions, are sufficient indications of the state of the heart. It is probable that one reason why the large blood-lettings of the past were not even more fatal than they were, was the fact that venesection was practised early in the disease, when the patient's strength was frequently fairly good. Now that we regard the justification of blood-letting in pneumonia to be in the presence of signs of cardiac failure, whether these occur early or late, the scope of venesection in such cases is naturally, much and properly 
